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Seminar: Towards
Recycling of Building 

Glass in Europe

25 November 2016
Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre 

Brussels , Belgium

Welcome in the heart of Europe!
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S.A. minérale n.v

Ulrich Ix ïPresident FERVER

Welcome word

http://www.maltha-glassrecycling.com/index.php?lang=nl
http://www.maltha-glassrecycling.com/index.php?lang=nl
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Introduction

Nicolas Scherrier
Representative of
Minister Céline Frémault
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Session 1:

Why is it important?
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A Circular Economy Approach for
the Construction Sector

Gunther Wolff 
Policy Officer
European Commission
DG Environment



A Circular Economy 
approach for the 
construction sector

Gunther Wolff

European Commission

DG Environment

Brussels, 25/11/2016



EU waste legislation



Product policy waste policy

Waste Prevention, incl. re-use

Preparing for re-use

RECYCLING 

Recovery

Disposal

Product

Waste



Results: CDW 2014

EUROSTAT
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Demography and growth 1950 - 1985 (2 % p.a.)Demography



Exponential growth since 1950Exponential growth



Resources are scarce ïand not in Europe



It is not enough to recycle more:

We need to use resources more 
efficiently!



Circular Economy Strategy: 

From a linear economy...

DISPOSE OFPRODUCEEXTRACTNATURAL 
RESOURCES

WASTE 
WASTE 
WASTE



... to a circular economy



The Circular Economy Package

Å Adopted by the Commission on 2 nd December 2015

Action Plan
Communication

List of Follow - up 
Initiatives (Annex)

Legislative 
proposals on waste 



Legislative proposal on waste

Waste in general:

ÁRecycling targets 2030:

Á Municipal waste > 65 %

Á Packaging: > 75 %

Á reducing landfilling: <10 %

ÁMeasures to promote waste 
prevention

ÁClearer rules (preparation for 
reuse, by - products and end - of -
waste status)

ÁSeparate collection of bio - waste 

ÁMinimum requirements for EPR



Legislative proposal on waste

CDW:

ÁWaste prevention in the
construction sector

ÁSorting systems for CDW: 
wood , plaster , glass , m etal and 
aggregates

ÁNew definition : backfilling



Action plan: Main areas

Production

Waste 
management
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Innovation, 
Investment 

and 
Monitoring



Circular economy: Outlook

Á Growth and job creation up to + 7 % of GDP

Č +600 M EUR annual turnover

Č savings of 8 % for EU companies

Č 170,000 direct jobs in the sectors of waste 
management

Á Boosting competitiveness and ensure security of supply

Á Economic and environmental resilience

Á Promotion of innovation

Á Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2 -4 % annually



ÁLow level of regulation at EU level : Art. 11 WFD

ïmaterial recovery : at least 70 % ( by 2020)

ï Including backfilling

ÁAccuracy and reliability of statistics is an issue

ÁHigh potential for recycling activity of CDW in 
principle , but differently used by MS

Á Introduction of the 70 % recovery target has led
to an improvement

Á Implementation problems :

Å Identification and treatment of hazardous waste

Å In some MS: Illegal landfills

CDW : Current situation



Basis:

Á Legislative proposal

Á Circular economy action plan

Individual measures:

Á Study on CDW at EU level (2016)

Á CDW management protocol (2016)

Á Pre-demolition audit (2017)

Á Evaluation of environmental performance of buildings (2017)

Á Business models and financing of recycling facilities (2017)

ÁQuality standards for secondary raw materials (?)

Á Interface Chemicals/product/waste legislation

European Commission: Actions



Statistics

ÁHarmonisation and improvement

Legislation/Transposition

ÁNew recycling targets (material specific?)

ÁBackfilling (better definition/restriction)

Á Improving implementation

Design and prevention

ÁEco-design and design for dismantling

ÁPrevention and reuse

Long - term : Possible measures



Infrastructure

ÁNetwork of recycling facilities (EU funds)

Products/markets

ÁLabelling and information

ÁQuality standards

ÁGPP (minimum content of recycled materials)

Long-term challenges

ÁHigh quality recycling

ÁTaking into account strategic aspects (raw materials)

Long - term : Possible measures



More information:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/index.htm
http:// ec.europa.eu/environment/circular -economy /

Thanks for your attention/
Gracias por su atención !

Gunther Wolff [at] ec.europa.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/
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Economic Study on Recycling of 
Building Glass in Europe

Mathieu Hestin
Director Sustainable Development
Deloitte



Towards recycling of building glass in Europe ïNovember 2016 - Brussels

Building glass recycling in the EU
Study for Glass for Europe


